
CALIFORNIA REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONI'ROL OOARD
SAN FRANCISCO BAY REGION

ORDER NO. 87-070

SITE CLEI\NUP REQUIREMENTS FOR:

SHELL OIL COMPANY
MARrINEZ MANUFACIDRING COMPIEX
CONTRA COSTA CXlUNTY

The california Regional water Quality Control Board, San Francisco Bay
Region (hereinafter called the Board) finds that:

1. Shell oil Company (hereinafter called the Discharger), owns and
operates a petroleum refinery in Martinez, Contra Costa COUnty. A
location map is included in attachment A.

2. A site-wide geotechnical report was requested in 1981, to be submitted
as part of a Report of Waste Discharge. This report was due in the
fourth quarter of 1982, but was submitted in october of 1983. This
report identified 14 inactive waste disposal areas and numerous
petroleum hydrocarbon spill sites at the facility.

3. On June 23, 1983, Waste Discharge Requirements, Board Order No. 83-17,
were issued for sludge drying beds at the refinery. Finding #7 of
that Order states that "this order is intended to address only the
waste water trea'bnent site (sludge drying beds) and shall not be
interpreted as a waiver for the need for Waste Discharge Requirements
for other areas within the discharger's facility where wastes have
been or are being treated, stored or disposecl." sdmi.LazLy, this Order
is intended to address only the petroleum hydrocarbon spill sites, and
should not be interpreted as a waiver of Waste Discharge Requirements
for other areas within the discharger's facility where wastes have
been or are being treated, stored or disposed.

4. The 1983 geotechnical report was inadequate with respect to site
specific geologic and hydrogeologic information as noted by State
Board and Regional Board geologic staff. On September 14, 1984, the
Board staff requested the Discharger perform additional work to define
the site geology, site hydrogeology, the chemical and physical
characteristics of the inactive waste disposal sites, the extent of
the hydrocarbon spill sites, and the potential impact of these wastes
upon the surface and groundwaters at the facility.

5. Work began on the investigation, identified in Finding 4, on July 31,
1985 and was scheduled to be completed in November of 1985. Quarterly
reports on groundwater quality were to be submitted every 16 weeks
thereafter for 4 quarters.






















